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REPORT ON A MUNICIPAL LIBRARY. 


In Boarp or ALDERMEN, October 80, 1876. 


The Commitee on Printing respectfully represent, that the 
Ordinance approved September 29, 1874, provides as fol- 
lows: “The Joint Standing Commitee of the City Council 
on Printing shall, except when otherwise specially ordered 
by the City Council, designate the number of public docu- 
ments, books or pamphlets, the printing of which for the 
use of the City Council has been, or may be, from time to 


time, duly authorized. And the City Messenger shall, sub- 


ject to such rules and regulations as the said committee may 
adopt, have the care, custody and distribution of said docu- 
ments, books and pamphlets. All documents, books, or 
pamphlets printed for the use and at the expense of the 
several executive departments of the City Government, shall 
be under the care and custody of the heads of the depart- 
ments for which they are printed, subject, however, at all 
times, to the control of the City Council.” 

In preparing rules and regulations applicable to the city 
publications, the committee have considered it judicious to 
provide for the permanent preservation, in one collection, of 
one copy of each publication issued by the city ; which col- 
lection should assume the form of a Municipal Reference 
Library, located in City Hall, and placed under proper care 
for preservation and use. 

In thus providing for the perpetual preservation of copies 
of the city publications, in a fixed place of deposit, the com- 
mittee find some subsidiary arrangements desirable, in a 
general plan, to accomplish which no authority appears to 
exist under ordinances now in force. 

The contemplated plan of a Municipal Library seems 
properly to include such other publications, not issued by 
the city, as are germane, and useful for reference ; and such 
publications received from other cities or States, or issued 
by the State or the National Government, as may be desir- 
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able in the collection, either for temporary use or permanent 


deposit. It is not designed to make a cumbrous collection, — 


in any way to take the place now filled by the Public Library 
as a depository of similar collections; but, while making 
special provisions for preserving one complete collection of. 
the city publications, with befitting care, for years or cen- 
turies to come, to supplement the system by including 
auxiliary collections of utility in the plan proposed. 

A considerable expenditure has recently been authorized 
for printing ancient collections by the Record Commis- 
sioners; and the committee have in view, in the establish- 
ment of this collection in City Hall, the perpetuation of 
publications which ought to be collected and preserved, as a 
matter of judicious economy of expenditure, as well as 
utility for purposes of ready reference. It is also con- 
sidered, that one perfect collection convenient for reference 
may supersede several inferior collections in the several 
departments, resulting eventually in a considerable saving 
of room needed for other uses. 

A central depository, it is thought, will also draw to itself — 
contributions of a fitting character for such a collection, now 
remaining obscure in department offices, or existing in pri- 
vate collections. The committee have received the gratui- 
tous offer, for the Library collection, of a complete set of the 
Boston Almanac, from its first issue in 1836, to the present 
time, a period of forty years, especially valuable as having a 
chronicle of events, and a complete Business Directory of 
Boston, from year to year, with other local information ; also 
of a quarto volume of Illustrated Sketches of Boston, issued 
in 1860, and out of print; also a file of the Boston Adver- 
tiser from the first of October, ,1860, to the present time, a 
period of sixteen years, dating back several months prior to 
the attempted secession of the Southern States, and begin- 
ning of the Rebellion, and especially convenient from having 
a summary in each paper for ready reference to its con- 
tents, —a file exhibiting the very pulsations of our social 
life in the most critical period of the national existence. 
These sets might be continued indefinitely, ety becom- 
ing more valuable as time elapses. 

The general plan of the City Hall Reference Library, it is 
expected, will develop into a convenient system, under a 
proper management, having due care for the preservation of 
whatever should be preserved, and providing for the reduc- 
tion, by transfers to the Public Library or otherwise, of 
whatever muy well be eliminated. As the plan comprises an 
annual Bulletin, bringing all essential details to the cogni- 
zance of the city authorities in print, it is expected that the 
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contemplated library will become a convenience to the City 
Government, and of such interest to its members as to 
receive their active aid in promoting its objects. 

The defects experienced by the committee in completing 
the plan proposed are as follows: While the ordinance 
authorizes rules and regulations for publications printed for 
the use of the City Council, it does not apply to other city 
publications printed for boards or departments, nor to other 
books of reference required, nor to publications received — 
from other sources; nor is there any provision existing for 
the disposal of accumulations which it may not be desirable 
to retain. Probably no great difficulty would ever arise, 
should these secondary matters be left to their own tenden- 
cies; but the committee have thought that the system 
intended should include them, and regulations respecting 
them should have a valid basis. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the 
following ordinance. 

For the Committee, 
HUGH O’BRIEN, 
Chairman. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. 


AN ORDINANCE 


IN ADDITION TO AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PRINTING. 


Be it ordained by the Aldermen and Common Council of the 
City of Boston, in City Council assembled, as follows: — 


Section 1. The Joint Standing Committee of the City 
Council on Printing are hereby empowered to establish in the 
City Hall, a municipal library, to be designated the City Hall 
Reference Library; to have placed therein a copy of the 
several publications issued by the city, or any board or 
department thereof, and any copies of publications presented 
to the City of Boston from other sources; and they may 
purchase, or authorize the purchase, of other publica- 
tions for the library; and they may remove, or authorize 
the removal from the library, and the disposal of any pub- . 
lications considered useless in the collection, at any time; 
and they may make all needful rules and regulations appli- 
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cable to the library. The City Messenger shall have the care — 
of the library established as herein provided, subject to such 
rules and regulations respecting the same as the said com- 
mittee may adopt. 

Secr. 2. The expenses that may accrue from the provi- 
sions of Section 1 of this ordinance shall be charged to the 
appropriation for Printing; and shall not exceed, in any 
special instance, the amount of expenditure the committee 
are authorized to make by the joint rules and orders of the 
City Council, unless duly authorized by the City Government. 
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